“Every Teacher Must Nurture the Talent, Curiosity and Ideas Within Every Student”: Founder Chancellor Dr. T. R. Paarivendhar at SRMIST Teacher's Day Celebration
SRM Institute of Science and Technology (SRMIST) celebrated Teachers’ Day 2026 with a special programme, bringing together University leadership, faculty members and students to honour the invaluable contribution of educators in shaping young minds and nurturing the next generation.
The celebration highlighted the evolving role of teachers, the importance of mentorship and the need for education to prepare students for a rapidly changing world.
Addressing the gathering, Dr. T. R. Paarivendhar, Hon’ble Founder Chancellor, SRMIST, said, “Teachers’ Day should be a celebration of every teacher and every student together. Just as we plant around 3,300 saplings across the campus, with the name of each SRM professor engraved on a plant, and allow the entire campus to gradually become greener, we must also nurture the unique talent, curiosity and ideas within every student. An idea is the beginning of every invention, and it is the responsibility of a teacher to recognise, encourage and bring out that intelligence.” He emphasised the responsibility of educators to identify and nurture students’ talent, curiosity and ideas while instilling values and encouraging innovation.
Speaking on the occasion, Prof. C. Muthamizhchelvan, Vice Chancellor, SRMIST, said, “We are not going to prepare the students for their career; we are going to prepare the students for their life.” He highlighted the importance of education and mentorship in equipping students with the knowledge, values and skills needed to navigate life and contribute meaningfully to society.
Faculty members also shared personal reflections on teaching, mentorship and their experiences of inspiring and being inspired by students, highlighting the lasting bond between educators and learners.
As part of the celebrations, SRMIST launched a Flower Sapling Plantation program where each faculty member will receive a flower sapling bearing their name, to be planted at suitable locations across the campus. The initiative symbolises growth, knowledge and gratitude while contributing to the campus’s green cover and biodiversity.
The celebration reaffirmed SRMIST’s commitment to recognising teachers as a cornerstone of academic excellence, innovation, institutional growth and responsible citizenship.

